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In the editorial "Young people at risk" (Sept. 2), editors discuss the real cost of the $124 million in cuts to the cash-strapped foster care system.

When I was a foster youth, I was lucky enough to have a social worker who took the time to make sure I had caring adults in my life. When my journalism teacher and mentor offered to be my guardian, my social worker led the exhausting bureaucratic process that allowed me to live in an eight-member housing cooperative according to state licensing regulations. Because of her, I thrived in that co-op, and years later, I went on to get a master's degree in public policy.

Today, less than half of emancipated foster youths will graduate high school, and 1 in 4 will become incarcerated within two years. The governor's cuts to child welfare services, which will result in laying off social workers, just doesn't add up. Each year that a social worker can save a foster child from jail or welfare, we save the state at least $49.6 million. Let's all remind Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger of two very important words: opportunity cost.
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